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248 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Die drahtlose Telegraphie im intemen Recht und Volherrecht. By Dr. 
F. Meili, Professor of Private International Law at the University of 
Zurich. Orell Fiissli, Zurich, 1908. pp. 100. 

Professor Meili is one of the few contemporary continental inter- 
nationalists whose writings are familiar also to readers of English. His 
work on International Civil and Commercial Law has appeared in this 
country in English form (1905) and he is also known to us through his 
address on the Hague conferences on private international law delivered 
at the Universal Congress of Lawyers and Jurists held at St. Louis in 
1904. 

Dr. Meili admits a predilection for the discussion of the legal problems 
which modern science has presented in creating new means of trans- 
portation and intercommunication. This is all to his credit and is in 
line with a deeply rooted conviction, noticeable throughout all of the 
writings of this Swiss authority, that the science of jurisprudence should 
keep abreast of the progress of the world. As far back as 1871, when 
telegraphy was yet young, he undertook a scientific investigation of its 
legal problems. A monograph upon the law of the telephone issued 
from his pen when the telephone began to be used commercially. His 
work on the codification of the law relating to automobiles was reviewed 
in the American Journal of International Law for April, 1907 
(p. 554). 

His avowed purpose in these treatises is not to digest the substantive 
law already existing relating to the subjects in hand, for obviously there 
can be no exhaustive body of law, written or customary, in any country, 
applicable to legal relations arising from the operation of these modern 
agencies of commerce. His aim has been rather to analyze and define 
the juridicial nature of these new agencies and, in this light, to subject 
the statutory or conventional law already existing on the subject to fair 
criticism, as a basis for remedying defects and supplying hiatus through 
deliberate legislation. 

This object he has well carried out in the present short treatise relating 
to "wireless" telegraphy, and it is with this in mind that the author 
discusses the questions, never before so important, of the nature and 
extent of sovereignty over the air abutting in a vertical plain over the 
open sea and over the territory of states. 

The treatment of the subject is divided into two parts, the first of 
which deals with the significance of wireless telegraphy from the point 
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of view of the internal law of states ; and the second, which is the more 
important, with its significance in the development of international law. 
Under the latter head he discusses the contraband nature of wireless 
messages in time of war, the right of neutrals to maintain wireless 
telegraphic communication over their territory or upon the high sea, and 
their duty toward belligerents to suspend or interrupt such communica- 
tions in a proper case. In speaking for a classification of lines in respect 
of their neutral or hostile character, he is in accord with another recent 
writer on this branch of the subject (Scholz, Drahtlose Telegraphie und 
Neutralitat) . 

The author discusses the two proposed conventions worked out at the 
Hague conference of 1907 (1) concerning the rights and duties of 
powers and persons in case of land warfare and (2) concerning the 
rights and duties of neutral powers in case of maritime warfare. In 
both of these conventions reference is expressly made to wireless telegra- 
phy, or to use the phrase which will probably be its official designation 
hereafter, radiotelegraphy. 

The author treats also of the international radiotelegraphic convention 
and the " engagement additionnel " entered into at the Berlin conference 
of 1906, fixing the international operation of the system in times of peace 
and constituting a union analogous to that already existing as to posts 
and telegraphs. To both of these the United States Government is a 
party, though ratifications have not yet been exchanged. The conven- 
tions, which are published in full in the Appendix, are to go into opera- 
tion on the 1st of July next. 

The closing remark of the author is sufficiently suggestive to warrant 
translation and quotation (p. 77) : 

The great works of technical discoveries exert an immense influence upon life 
in the modern world. This fact should constitute a special incentive to the 
science of jurisprudence to devote attention to modern law equal to that which 
it devotes to ancient law, particularly to develop the law of intercommunication 
as a special branch. The agencies of universal intercommunication are, in my 
opinion, heralds of a universal law, which, in the march of history, will un- 
doubtedly be developed in certain special branches. 

The work of Dr. Meili is a timely discussion upon a timely subject. 
His views are usually broad and progressive, and his analyses may well 
be recommended to those interested in the study or development of 
modern international law based upon deliberate conventional legislation. 

Aethur K. Kuhn. 



